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Medical marijuana rules changing

News Briefs

Drugs seized

A routine traffic stop resulted in a drug seizures
for Okotoks RCMP. On Nov. 25, Okotoks Municipal
Enforcement (OME) called RCMP for backup after pulling over a Chrysler sedan. It was determined the driver of
the vehicle didn’t have a license and the vehicle was uninsured and unregistered. During a subsequent inventory
of the vehicle, a large bag containing 1.3 kg of marijuana
was found. The officer then called Okotoks RCMP, which
began investigating the driver of the vehicle for potential
drug charges. On Nov. 28, RCMP arrested and charged
Derek Grouette with possession of marijuana for the purposes of trafficking.
A missing person’s report also netted drugs and cash
earlier in the fall. On Oct. 30, RCMP were called to assist
a family looking for a young man whose whereabouts were
unknown. The youth was located in a vehicle close to the
family’s residence, which was seized due to several traffic
offences. During a search of the vehicle, RCMP found
a backpack containing 466 grams of marijuana with an
estimates street value of $5,000, a pair of brass knuckles,
$1,100 in cash and the missing youth’s identification card.
An Okotoks youth has been charged with possession of
a controlled substance and possession of a prohibited
weapon. The youth cannot be named due to provisions of
the Youth Criminal Justice Act.

Charity Checkstop

The seventh annual Charity Checkstop is set for Dec. 11
to support the Rowan House Emergency Shelter and the
Okotoks Food Bank. The event will be held on Milligan
Drive near the Okotoks Recreation Centre from 2 p.m.
to 4 p.m. Emergency personnel from Okotoks Municipal
Enforcement, RCMP, fire department, MD of Foothills
patrol and Foothills Victims Services will be on hand to
collect donations of cash, toys and food. Anyone can take
food donations to the Okotoks Recycling Centre where a
bin has been set up to support the Okotoks Food Bank.

Foothills: MD studying how to adapt to changes
By Don Patterson
Assistant Editor
New federal rules for
medical marijuana set to
come into effect in the
spring have municipalities
scrambling to figure out
how to manage what could
become a new industry
within their borders.
Under new federal regulations announced earlier
this year, after March 2014
people with prescriptions
for marijuana will no longer be able to grow their
own. This leaves licensed
producers as the only legal
source of medical marijuana.
MD of Foothills Coun.
Suzanne Oel said the MD
is working on plans to
determine how it will regulate legal, licensed medical
marijuana growing operations that could start to
sprout up.
“We have this new
responsibility and we need
to figure out how we’re
going to manage it,” she
said.
The issue has been dis-

Suzanne Oel
MD of Foothills councillor

cussed in camera by MD
council, but the issue will
come to a public council
meeting in January. As
such, she said she can’t
reveal details of what the
MD is looking at right now.
However, she said it’s
something the MD needs
to deal with soon.
By the end of March
2014, medical marijuana
users will only be permitted to get the drug from
licensed producers. As
well, Health Canada is getting out of the business of
producing and distributing
medical marijuana starting
in April.
Federal regulations outline a long list of rules for

licensed producers, regarding building standards,
operating practices and
strict security measures for
licensed production facilities. Licensed producers
must also share details of
their operations with local
police.
Production will not be
allowed in homes and
municipal zoning laws will
need to be respected.
Since Health Canada
created the Marijuana
Medical Access Program
in 2001, the number of
people authorized to use
it has grown from 5,000 to
30,000. With the growth of
the program, the federal
government brought in the
changes to treat marijuana
like other narcotics used
for medical purposes and
provide access to the drug
under secure conditions.
Oel said there are still
a number of unanswered
questions that need to be
considered, such as appropriate locations, residents’
concerns and security.
“We have to consider
that there’s a possibility of

the public not wanting it,
while the applicants coming forward would have a
right to do it under federal
guidelines,” said Oel. “We
would have to consider all
these things.”
The head of the Priddis
Millarville
Residents
Association (PMRA) said
residents would not likely
be supportive of medical marijuana operations
being allowed on or near
residential areas for a
number of reasons, such as
security and the potential
of abuse.
“If it is run as a business, in other words licensees could grow marijuana,
then you can’t have a business everywhere in every
backyard,” said Francis
Dover. “You have to have it
in certain industrial areas
and that might be a way of
zoning it.”
She understands why the
MD needs to look at the
issue.
“They need to put a
template and a structure
in place, I totally see that,”
said Dover.

Ginger Laurier invites
you to their
one-day-only

“Boxing Day” Sale
Entire
Store

50%

off

“with a few exceptions.”
There will be no price adjustments on
previously purchased merchandise.

Calgary Store
Saturday
December 14
9:00-5:00

Quality you can feel
with your fingers!

Okotoks Store
Sunday
December 15
9:00-4:00

GO L D

2013

Best Place
for Flooring

Our Warranty is Your Satisfaction

www.simplyfloors.ca
#102 52 McRae St., OkOTOkS 403-938-6146
Britannia Plaza 812 - 49 Ave. S.W. CAlgAry 403-474-6141
G.S.T. Reg. No. R105259501

The entire contents of the Western Wheel are
protected by the Law of Copyright. No portion
thereof is to be reproduced without the specific
permission of the publisher.
pubLiCaTioNS maiL aGReemeNT No. pm0040062952
ReGiSTRaTioN No. 07809
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

Check out SILK . . . Our Softest Carpet Yet!

okotoks Western Wheel
box 150, okotoks, alberta
T1S 2a2
Subscription Rates:
Within mD of Foothills
Within Canada

$31.50
$42.00 GST extra

403-995-3321

22 Crystalridge Dr., Okotoks, AB

PROOF
eps #:
client:
date:
size:

41842
Ginger Laurier
December 11/13
3 x 104

“We acknowledge the financial
support of the Government of Canada,
through the Publications Assistance
Program (PAP), toward our
mailing costs.”

eps #:
client:

